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March 2020 

Dear Parents and carers 

As we come to the end of our first week of our partial school closure I felt it necessary to keep all parents up to date with 

what is going on in the school and send positive thoughts to all of you that are at home with your children.  

The government urged parents to keep children at home where at all possible to stop the spread of the COVID-19 virus and 

we have seen a drop in the numbers of children that are attending school as the week has progressed. This, I am sure, is 

due to the country closing businesses and services and many of you having to follow this guidance. We are still open to the 

children of vulnerable families and of critical key workers who are risking themselves to help battle this virus. I would like to 

take this opportunity to say a huge thank you to all that you are doing on the front line and we are extremely grateful.  

Before the school closure, staff prepared learning for home, which included packs of work and learning via Google 

classrooms, which I am sure you are very familiar with by now. I would just like to take the opportunity to say that teachers 

are happy to discuss any of the learning with you, should you feel you need it and you can contact the school office to 

arrange this and we will get straight back to you. We will be sending out more work on a weekly basis, however, please be 

reassured that we do appreciate that this can be overwhelming for many of us that are trying to juggle work and childcare 

and the expectation is not to try and replicate the 6-hour learning schedule that schools have during a school day. You are 

doing enough. You are loving your children and supporting them through a difficult time. Look after yourself too. 

Minimising stress is absolutely vital in a time like this for mental health. Don't let this be something that causes you stress. If 

some tasks do not get completed, or they to lead to arguments, leave them and move on. You are not expected to fulfil the 

role of a qualified teacher. Try to have a routine, but also allow time to enjoy being together, ensuring your child's mental 

health is protected too. Minimise exposure to the 'scary' news stories and enjoy sharing their fun and imaginations! 

We would love to see any pictures of work or activities you would like to share. There is a dedicated email account which 

you can send these too, schoolclosure@woolpitprimary.net. We will then put some of these together in the form of a 

newsletter so please only send pictures you are happy for us to share with other parents. 

Staff have been working on interim reports that will be sent out this week, which will include their attainment so far, this 

academic year, and a personal comment. This is so that we do not lose sight of what our children have already achieved.  

Going forward, the government guidelines are changing at such a rapid rate and we are working tirelessly to ensure that we 

are keeping up with these expectations. It is possible that in the future schools will begin to struggle to staff the provision 

that they currently have in place, which may mean that some schools will have no option but to merge their provision 

together. I will endeavour to keep you informed about changes as they happen. I am sure you understand that no schools 

have been in this position before and we are trying to do all we can to support our communities under the difficult 

circumstances that we find ourselves in. 

Finally, I would like to thank all of our Woolpit staff for the immensely positive team spirit that they have shown over the 

last few weeks, really pulling together and ensuring we make this as positive as we can. I would also like to extend this 

thanks to the parents and the community that have supported us too. 

Please stay at home and stay safe. 

Kind Regards 

 

Mrs Clayton 

Headteacher 
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